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CONFIDENTIAL USNATO 05361 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: NATOMARRETEL 

SUBJECT: USE OF DSCS III AS THE NATO IV SATELLITE 

REF: USNATO 4482 DTG 032036Z MAY 78 

NATO HAS CONSIDERED TWO COURSES FOR ACQUIRING DSCS III 
SATELLITES FOR THE NATO IV PROGRAM. ONE IS FULL PARTICI- 
PATION IN THE DSCS III PROGRAM, PAYING 20 OF PROGRAM 
COSTS (I.E., IN EFFECT, PAYING FOR ONE OF FIVE OPERATIONAL 
SATELLITES IN ORBIT) AND HAVING A "GUARANTEED' 1 OPERATIONAL 
SATELLITE. THE OTHER IS TO BUY THREE SATELLITES OUTRIGHT. 

NATO REPS HAVE ASKED US WHETHER THE US WOULD CHARGE FOR 
RDTE RECOUPMENT IN EACH COURSE. REQUEST WASHINGTON PRO- 
VIDE US THE ANSWER BEFORE JUNE 1, 1978 IF POSSIBLE. 
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